Dear **im» fraffficast hearing, etc* 3/16/77 

While I was writing you the note on Section 3333 George Lardner called. It 
was about 9# so he was home and Ms story was done. Be says it was too long and they’d 
cut it. 

If Ms is the typical uncritical reaction of the media the committee will be con-* 
tinued. In fact he says that O'Seill said last weak that it would be. 

What impressed him was the Aleman part and the fact that he’d reported it to 
the fBI in 1962, that Traffieante said JFK would be hit* 

I told Mm at least 5,000 others did. He admitted this but clung to tie fascina- 
tion of the Mafia. 

We Sicked it around for quite a wMle. I’m sure I reached Mas but I’m also sure 
his story will be favorable to the committee* 

I asked Mm suppose frafficante was behind it. Tie Oswald in, as you must - 
either as the assassin, which you believe, or as a pigeon, my belief. Picture 
frafficante picking Mm, that rifle, that ammo. Or tell jae how h© could have set 
Oswald up- even have known about him, 

this simplification is what I'm sure reached him. 

He had another name I did not recall. I told Mm Aleman was not new. 

On Buby I ridiculed, asking who in his right mind, particularly one with Ms own 
organisation, would trust a puhk whose greatest aspiration was to be a hood? What 
could Haby do for fraff ieante that anyone else he knew could not have done better? 

Se could come up with nothing, 

lone of this ms m f? tonight. 

I cited other threats where there was a possible relevance and asked Mm if every 
time there was something provocative it was credited would there ever be an <*nd . fM« , 

I told him, is why any real investigation^would begin with what every lawyer knows is the 
essential begi nn i ng , the corpus deleeti. Be may nit have thought of it before* I tMwfe- 
perhaps in the future he may. 

Be says that he heard Bather’s interview with immy lasted two hours, the* 
thing he remembered of what he had been told Jimmy Said la not likely, that was 
sitting in tee ear at a gas station while ^imay fixed it. 

I had asked Mm the source of Ms three cigarette butts from the Mug - hang - e 
it was from the listing of the evidence as it was read off, that in Ms notes i k is 
right after sne Personna razor blade from the White Mustang. 

Ti m i ng Jimmy on CIS TV to coincide with this is the most remarkable of coincidences. 
Bhither bears any relevance to either crime but each is a committee event* 

fie Manus of CIS has been in touch with their Miami station and is going there to fol- 
low up on Somerset!, as the Benald down there has done a little. Miami Sag has San a gaii-n 
working on this, with trips to Balias and Memphis. The editor told CIS Saturday night, 
about the cribbing. But if they say anything it will mean nothing. Dan in Ms followup 
will be as ki n g Sppague, I suggested certified letter if no response to a call. That 
nobody used any single story on any of this cribbing is exceptional. The Ppst and 
CIS at the least did know, ^t is a story, as ordinarily any {Hie of the phoney leaks 
sould have been. . Hastily, 



